
 

 
 

Second Blessing!: Lunar New Year 
26 January, 2020 

 

* indicates a request that, as we are able, we stand 
bold indicates congregational spoken participation 

bold italics indicates congregational sung participation 
Daisy’s Prayer Bowl, a crystal bowl on the chancel table is for 

your personal and private joys and concerns. Feel free to write 
a prayer.  

 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOMING, ANNOUNCEMENTS, WHO’S WHO IN THE PEW  
  
PROCESSIONAL 

the symbols of God’s inclusive love are brought forward 

 
Call to Worship 

One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a 
great light;  

All: those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on 
them light has shined.  

One: The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world. 



All: And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us. 

One: Arising our light has come. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 
*“Worship the Lord”                                              VU 401      
 
REMEMBERING OUR JOYS & CONCERNS 
 
PRAYING TOGETHER  

One: God our light, Jesus announced the nearness of 
your kingdom and called his disciples to be fishers of 
women and men. Give us courage to follow in the 
way of Jesus, 
All: that our lives may bear witness to the good 
news of the kingdom at hand and our vocation 
serve to draw people to your light. Amen. 

 
PREPARING TO LISTEN : GATHER US IN MORE Voices 7 
 
A READING OF THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 9: 1-4 
 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in 
anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt 
the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the 
land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The 
people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on 
them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing 
plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you 
have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 
 



 

 

A READING OF THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 4:12-
23 

 
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, 
he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his 
home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Land of 
Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, 
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people 
who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for 
those who sat in the region and shadow of death light 
has dawned.” From that time Jesus began to proclaim, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two 
brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will 
make you fish for people.”  Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw 
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his 
brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately 
they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness 
among the people. 

 
One: Listen for God’s good news.  
All: Alleluia! 
 

LEARNING & PRAYING TOGETHER:  
SINGING OUR CHILDREN/YOUTH TO THEIR LEARNING CENTRE 
“LIKE A ROCK”                                                                   MV 92 
 



OFFERING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 
 
PRESENTING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE  
  In loving partnership we come, seeking, O God, your 

will to do. Our prayers and actions now receive; 
 we freely offer them to you. (VU 603, v.1)  

 
DEDICATING OUR GIFTS IN THE SERVICE OF GOD’S LOVE 

One: Our God has done wondrous things, too 
numerous to count. Through steadfast love and faithful 
care, God enriches us in every way. Therefore, do not 
delay!   
All: Let us offer to God ourselves this day, 
all that we have and all that we are, 
in praise and love of Christ. 

 
GOSPEL CHOIR: WALK IN THE LIGHT 
 
REFLECTING TOGETHER 
    
*“Bathe Me in Your Light”                                   MV 82  
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 

One: Let us pray to the Lord, saying, God of light, hear 
our prayer. 

Loving God, your light reveals the needs of our world 
and your salvation offers hope to the lost. Therefore we 
pray for our world and our community. 

For your holy church, that all the baptized may live in 
harmony with one another, and our pastors and 
teachers may be wise and gracious ministers of the 
gospel; 
All: God of light, hear our prayer. 

One: For the world and for all who suffer the rod of 
oppression: break the yoke of violence, and free all 
people from the burden of war and domestic strife; 
All: God of light, hear our prayer. 



 

 

One: For the leaders of the nations, that they may be 
just and faithful in their duty and serve the good of all 
creation; 
All: God of light, hear our prayer. 

One: For those who suffer disease of body and mind,  
that they may know the power of your healing grace; 
All: God of light, hear our prayer. 

One: For those whom it is easy to forget: those who are 
homeless, destitute, sick, isolated, and all who have no 
one to care for them. May we bring help and healing to 
those who are broken in body or spirit, that they may 
have comfort in sorrow, company in loneliness. 

All: God of light, hear our prayer. 

One: Hear, O Lord, the cries of your people. Be 
gracious to us and answer us, for you are our hope; 
through Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
All: Amen.  
 

THE PRAYER JESUS TAUGHT & LIVED 
 
“The Lord’s Prayer”  Voices United 959 
 
* “Joyful, Joyful We Adore You”                        VU 232 
the symbols of God’s inclusive love lead us out into God’s world 

 
BLESSING 

One: May the grace of Christ who calls us go with you. 
May the power of the Holy Spirit who empowers us 
sustain you. May the salvation of God who loves us 
give you peace. 

 

* “Amen” VU 974 
 
* SHARING THE PEACE OF JESUS 



One: May the peace of Jesus be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 

This Week’s WORSHIP SOURCES:  
Our worship each week is adapted from a wide variety of sources, 
including: Voices United; More Voices; Celebrate God’s Presence: 
A Book of Services for The United Church of Canada (2000: The 
United Church of Canada); Feasting on the Word, Year A – Volume 1 
edited by D.L. Bartlett and B.B. Taylor (Westminster John Knox Press, 
2009);  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

MINUTES FOR MISSION     JANUARY 26, 2020 

Special days at Camp Whitney 

Mission & Service provides grants to United Church 
camps like Camp Whitney in Alberta, where children 
between the ages of 6 and 15 can explore their 
relationship with God, nature, and each other. 

So what should kids expect at Camp Whitney? According 
to the staff, there are no typical days. Each day is special 
and packed with fun for each camper. One activity is God 
Talk, where campers get to know more about the Bible in 
exciting and enjoyable ways. Campers can also take part 
in sports such as archery, swimming, or canoeing or get 
involved with arts and crafts or drama. There’s time to 
relax on a beautiful beach, have fun playing outdoor 
games, enjoy nature, and gather around the evening 
campfire to sing and share stories. Most of all, Camp 
Whitney is a place for Christian fellowship and to make 
friends. 

We are thankful that Mission & Service is part of camping 
ministry. Camps are important places for children and 
youth to explore their faith and develop leadership skills. 

 
Sermon Summary last week:  
 

Have we seen enough? This phrase has multiple 
meanings depending on the context. Many of you may 
think I am referring to the snowstorm last week. Some 
may think of the political drama of the South. As we grow 
old, we like to recall our past. Many times, I have heard 
people say this generation is not as good as the one 
before. What they said suggests if we are able to return to 
the past, things will be better. Generation gaps happen 



because people don’t communicate well, and seek to 
understand each others’ rationales and ways of thinking.   

Today’s gospel text talks about Jesus calling people to 
be his disciples. First, can you recall which prophet in the 
Hebrew Bible called people to follow him?  There are 
none!  This was a first century phenomenon. John the 
Baptist had two disciples. When they heard John’s 
message, they followed Jesus.  Jesus didn’t call them, but 
turned around and ask, “What do you want?” Then they 
answered, “Where do you live?” Don’t you think these two 
questions are very interesting? We also say we follow 
Jesus. Have you heard Jesus asking us why do we want 
to follow Jesus? What kind of answer we may give Jesus? 
These two folks wanted to know where Jesus lived. 
Interesting enough, Jesus didn’t answer their questions 
directly. I thought it means this: Do you want to know? I 
can’t just tell you intellectually. If you follow me and see 
for yourself, then you will know. The question is: Would 
you like to come, do you really want to know me? “Who is 
Jesus?” Every generation has different understanding 
about Jesus.  This is normal, because every generation 
needs to answer this question for themselves. 

For almost 2000 years, Jesus’ invitation to the people 
of this time is also his invitation to us today: Jesus invites 
us to see how he cares for the poor and the hungry, how 
he shares God’s grace with all people, and how he 
accepts the vulnerable people in society. Jesus’ invitation, 
“come” and “see” is a lifelong lesson. Jesus’ invitation is 
still valid today. He encourages us not to stop learning, 
not to stop imagining. In the gospel we often read how he 
destroys our mighty fortresses, rejects our once thought to 
be unchanging traditions, something limited by time and 
individual expression. He does this for the purpose of 
building up a living faith that is capable to respond to the 
need of our time.  That is to say, come and follow Jesus 
may not be a comfortable idea. Yet, uncomfortable 
situations can be times of renewal. 
 


